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Aitkin County
Public Health Responsibilities
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What is Public Health?
• “Public Health is what we, as a society, do 

collectively to assure the conditions in which 
people can be healthy.”
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• Public Health is grounded in the importance of upstream 
prevention. 

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”
~Benjamin Franklin
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Return on Investment
• Local Interventions
▫ $1 invested in local Public Health, $4 return

• National Interventions
▫ $1 invested in national Public Health, $27 return

~The Network for Public Health Law
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Interconnected Work

5



Essential Public Health Services

6



Minnesota Statute 145A
• Assure an Adequate Public 

Health Infrastructure

• Promote Healthy
Communities and Healthy 
Behaviors

• Prevent the Spread of 
Infectious Disease 

• Protect Against Environmental 
Health Hazards

• Prepare for and Respond to 
Emergencies and Assist 
Communities in Recovery

• Assure the Quality and 
Accessibility of Health Services
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Assure an Adequate Public Health Infrastructure
▫ Maintain well-functioning public health system
▫ Maintain foundational capacities
▫ Prevent the deterioration of the public health 

system
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Promote Healthy Communities and Healthy 
Behaviors
▫ Population-Based
▫ Promotion
▫ Prevention
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Prevent the Spread of Infectious Disease
▫ Detect
▫ Report
▫ Prevent
▫ Control
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Protect Against Environmental Health Hazards 
▫ Identify
▫ Monitor
▫ Mitigate
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Prepare for and Respond to Emergencies; Assist 
Communities in Recovery 
▫ Plan
▫ Assist
▫ Recover
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Minnesota Statute 145A

• Assure the Quality and Accessibility of Health 
Services
▫ Capacity
▫ Access
▫ Identification & Reduction of Barriers
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Transforming the Public Health System 
in Minnesota



The Work of Public Health 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEJmNC8GZ48

15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEJmNC8GZ48


Thank You!
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